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Section 2 of the Migratory Bird
Conservation Act of February 18, 1929
(Act), as amended, established the
Migratory Bird Conservation
Commission.

Section 2.  A Commission to be known 
as the Migratory Bird Conservation
Commission, consisting of the Secretary
of the Interior, as Chairman; the
Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency; the Secretary of
Agriculture; two Members of the Senate,
to be selected by the President of
the Senate; and two Members of the
House of Representatives, to be selected
by the Speaker, is created and
authorized to consider and pass upon
any area of land, water, or land and
water that may be recommended by the
Secretary of the Interior for purchase or
rental under this Act and to fix the price
or prices at which such area may be
purchased or rented; and no purchase or
rental shall be made of any such area
until it has been duly approved for
purchase or rental by said Commission. 

Any Member of the House of
Representatives who is a member of 
the Commission, if reelected to the
succeeding Congress, may serve on 
the Commission notwithstanding the
expiration of a Congress. Any vacancy
on the Commission shall be filled in the
same manner as the original
appointment. The ranking officer of the
branch or department of a State to which
is committed the administration of 
its game laws, or his authorized
representative, shall be a member 
ex officio of said Commission for the
purpose of considering and voting on 
all questions relating to the acquisition,
under said sections, of areas in his State.
For purposes of said sections, the
purchase or rental of any area of land,
water, or land and water includes the
purchase or rental of any interest in any
such area of land, water, or land and
water.
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Approvals During 
Fiscal Year 2003

In Fiscal Year 2003, the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission approved the
acquisition boundary at two national
wildlife refuges. The first refuge,
totaling 11,382 acres, is the Sunkhaze
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge in
Penobscot County, Maine. It was
established in 1988, with the approval
for the acquisition of 9,500 acres. The
second refuge, totaling 12,827 acres, is
the Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge in Wayne and Monroe
Counties, Michigan. It is authorized by
Public Law 107-91 and was established
on December 21, 2001. The Commission
approved boundary additions, totaling
15,959 acres, to nine refuges that were
previously approved by the Commission.
The Commission also approved the
purchase price of 11,953 acres at 17
refuges and reapproved the price for fee
lands at two refuges and one lease at
one refuge totaling 3,518 acres.
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Area Approvals––New Areas

State Area New Area Acres
Maine                    Sunkhaze Meadows NWR                      11,382
Michigan            Detroit River International WR                   153
Total    11,535

Area Approvals––Additions

State Area Addition Acres
Colorado            Alamosa NWR                             857
Idaho                    Grays Lake NWR                     760
Maine                    Moosehorn NWR                           3,426
Maryland            Blackwater NWR                       89
New Jersey               Cape May NWR                            1,287
Texas                    San Bernard NWR                              1,345
Texas                    Trinity River NWR                            2,286
Washington               Turnbull NWR                            660
Wisconsin           Horicon NWR                                  5,249
Total    15,959

Price Approvals

State Area Addition Acres
California               Grasslands WMA                          1,905
Colorado            Alamosa NWR                             638
Georgia/South Carolina        Savannah NWR                       565
Idaho                    Grays Lake NWR                     560
Maine                    Moosehorn NWR                           1,084
Maine                    Sunkhaze Meadows NWR                    951
Maryland            Blackwater NWR                       89
Michigan            Detroit River International WR                    153
New Jersey               Cape May NWR                       104
Tennessee           Chickasaw NWR                      609
Texas                    San Bernard NWR                              1,345
Texas                    Trinity River NWR                            2,835
Utah                Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge             106
Virginia            Rappahannock River Valley NWR           829
Washington               Conboy Lake NWR                          60
Washington               Turnbull NWR                              80
Wisconsin           Horicon NWR                               40
Total    11,953

Price Reapprovals

State Area Price Approval Acres
California               Humboldt Bay NWR                        264
Louisiana           Upper Ouachita NWR (lease)                        3,235
Maine                    Moosehorn NWR                        19
Total    3,518
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The Migratory Bird Conservation Fund
provides the Department of the Interior
with monies to acquire migratory bird
habitat.  There are four major sources of
money for the Fund.  The most well-
known source is the revenue received
from the sale of Migratory Bird Hunting
and Conservation Stamps, commonly
known as Duck Stamps, as provided for
under the Migratory Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamp Act of March 18,
1934, as amended.  The other three
major sources include appropriations
authorized by the Wetlands Loan Act of
October 4, 1961, as amended; import
duties collected on arms and
ammunition; and receipts from the sale
of refuge admission permits as provided
for in the Emergency Wetlands
Resources Act of 1986.  The Fund is
further supplemented by receipts from
the sale of products from refuge lands
and rights-of-ways across national
wildlife refuges, the disposal of refuge
lands, and reverted Federal Aid funds.

Two land acquisition programs are
financed from the Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund.  The first purchases
major areas for migratory birds under
the authority of the Migratory Bird
Conservation Act.  Lands acquired
through this program are considered

and approved by the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission.  The second
program acquires small natural wetlands
and associated uplands located mainly in
the Prairie Pothole Region of the upper
Midwest.  These lands, known as
Waterfowl Production Areas, are
acquired under the authority of the
Migratory Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamp Act and do not
require approval from the Commission.

During Fiscal Year 2003, the
Department of the Interior obligated a
total of $23,602,904 for the acquisition of
land and interests in land totaling 25,777
acres in major migratory bird
conservation areas.  An additional
$12,428,865 was obligated for projects in
Waterfowl Production Areas
totaling 41,258 acres.

A total of $44,642,578 was available for
obligation from the Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund during Fiscal Year
2003.  Obligations for all Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund land acquisition
functions during the fiscal year totaled
$42,217,437 ($515,092 of which were from
prior year recoveries).  The total
obligations equal 95 percent of the
available funds.

The Migratory Bird 
Conservation Fund
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Summary of FY 2003
MBCF Land Acquisitions
Land Contracted for Purchase or Lease

National Wildlife Refuges:  Purchase

State Area Acres

Arkansas            Cache River                                 2,420

Colorado            Alamosa/Monte Vista                     639

California               Grasslands WMA                         1,260

California               Grasslands WMA (easements)                      1,159

California               Humboldt Bay                       264

California               North Central Valley WMA (easements)          587

Idaho                    Grays Lake                              560

Maine                    Moosehorn                              1,101

Maine                    Sunkhaze Meadows                        951

Massachusetts            Great Meadows                        87

Michigan            Detroit River                           153

Mississippi              Tallahtachie                            120

New Jersey               Edwin B. Forsythe                         58

North Carolina          Currituck                       23

North Carolina           Mackay Island                   20

North Carolina           Roanoke River                         1,502

Tennessee           Chickasaw                          342

Texas                    San Bernard                                 1,345

Texas                    Trinity River                               4,127

Utah                Bear River                              106

Virginia            Back Bay                             93

Virginia            Rappahannock River                      830

Washington               Conboy Lake                               60

Washington               Turnbull                             80

Total 17,887
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National Wildlife Refuges:  Lease

State Area Acres

Colorado            Browns Park                             636

Louisiana           Lacassine                          653

Louisiana           Upper Ouachita                         3,217

Mississippi              Dahomey                            260

Mississippi              Pather Swamp                       640

Mississippi              St. Catherine Creek                    502

Montana             Half Breed Lake                         640

Montana             Lost Trail                                  1,022  

Wyoming             Cokeville Meadows                      320

Total 7,890

Waterfowl Production Areas

State Types of Acquisition Acres

Iowa           Fee                                     883

Minnesota      Fee                                                2,755

Minnesota      Easement                                    1,215

Montana        Fee                                     114

Montana        Easement                                528

North Dakota       Easement                                    5,870

South Dakota        Fee                                       20

South Dakota        Easement                                         29,561

Wisconsin      Fee                                     311

Wisconsin      Easement                                    1

Total     41,258

Grand Total  67,035
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In Fiscal Year 2003, the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission approved the
acquisition boundary of two new refuges,
Sunkhaze Meadows National Wildlife
Refuge in Penobscot County, Maine and
Detroit River International Wildlife
Refuge in Wayne and Monroe Counties,
Michigan. The Commission also
approved the acquisition boundary of
nine national wildlife refuges that were
previously established: Alamosa
National Wildlife Refuge in Alamosa
County, Colorado; Grays Lake National
Wildlife Refuge in Bonneville County,

Idaho; Moosehorn National Wildlife
Refuge in Washington County, Maine;
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge in
Dorchester County, Maryland; Cape
May National Wildlife Refuge in Cape
May County, New Jersey; San Bernard
National Wildlife Refuge in Brazoria
County, Texas; Trinity River National
Wildlife Refuge in Liberty County,
Texas; Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge
in Spokane County, Washington; and,
Horicon National Wildlife Refuge in
Dodge County, Wisconsin.

New National Wildlife
Refuge Boundary Approvals



6

Sunkhaze Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge
Penobscot County, Maine

Sunkhaze Meadows National Wildlife
Refuge was established in 1988.
Approval was given for the acquisition of
9,500 acres. Subsequent expansions have
raised the number of acres to be
acquired to 11,382. The refuge is located
in southeast Maine and straddles the
Sunkhaze Stream that enters the
Penobscot River just north of Old Town,
Maine. This is about 10-15 miles north of
Bangor, Maine.

New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Sunkhaze Meadows NWR will provide
the necessary breeding habitat, food,
cover, and travel corridors for the
species of waterfowl that utilize the
Atlantic Flyway.  The area is ranked
high regionally under the North
American Waterfowl Management
Program due to the black duck, and is
also listed as a high-priority acquisition
under the Category 20 Plan. The habitat
is a wetland complex consisting
primarily of wet meadows, shrub
thickets, wooded swamps, open riverine
habitat, and plant communities
associated with peatlands such as shrub
heaths and wooded cedar and spruce
bogs. Over 145 species of birds have
been recorded on the refuge, 85% of
which nested in the area.

The Commission approved the 11,382
acre refuge boundary and the price
approval for a 951 acre tract on
September 10, 2003.
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Sunkhaze Meadows National Wildlife Refuge
Penobscot County, Maine
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge
Wayne and Monroe Counties, Michigan

Detroit River International Wildlife
Refuge was established by Public Law
107-91 on December 21, 2001. Lands
were subsequently added through
donations, withdrawn from public
domain, and purchases. The refuge is
located on the southeastern side of
Michigan in Wayne and Monroe
Counties. Lands formerly managed by
the Service as Wyandotte National
Wildlife Refuge were re-designated as
part of the Refuge. The refuge includes
islands, coastal wetlands, marshes,
shoals, and river front lands along 18
miles of the Lower Detroit River from
Zug Island south along western Lake
Erie to the southern boundary of
Sterling State Park.   

Detroit River IWR is the first
international refuge in North America
and will conserve, protect, and restore
habitat for 29 species of waterfowl, 65
kinds of fish, and 300 species of
migratory birds on more than 5,000
acres along the lower Detroit River in
Michigan and Canada. The refuge is an
important waterfowl migration corridor.
Three million ducks, geese, swans, and
coots migrate annually through the
Great Lakes region.  300 species of birds
have been documented in the Detroit-
Windsor area, of which approximately
150 species breed in the immediate area.
Some 300,000 diving ducks stop in the
Lower Detroit River on their fall
migration from Canada to the east and
south each year to rest and feed in beds
of water celery found in the region. The
corridor is recognized in the Canada-
United States North American
Waterfowl Management Plan that has
identified the Detroit River as part of
one of 34 Waterfowl Habitat Ares of
Major Concern in the United States and
Canada. 

The Commission approved the refuge
boundary and price approval for a 153
acre tract on June 25, 2003.



Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge
Wayne and Monroe Counties, Michigan
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge
Alamosa County, Colorado

Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge was
established on June 27, 1962. The refuge
is located along the Rio Grande River in
the San Luis Valley, approximately 3
miles southeast of Alamosa, Colorado.
Lands have been transferred from the
Bureau of Reclamation, withdrawn from
public domain, and purchased.  

This valley is important for its valuable
waterfowl migration and breeding area.
The addition  includes the associated
water rights adjacent to the refuge and
will enable the refuge staff to meet the
Refuge’s mission by enhancing resources
for migratory bird production during
critical portions of their life cycle.
Habitat consists primarily of a mixture
of temporary, seasonal, and semi-
permanent wetlands interspersed with
desert-shrub plant communities.
Wetlands are maintained through
irrigation practices. The diverse habitat
will provide outstanding nesting
cover for many species including
mallards, cinnamon teal, gadwall,
Canada geese, and several species of
waterfowl, along with shorebirds such as
Wilson’s phalaropes, black necked stilts,
and American avocets. This refuge
provides resting, roosting, and feeding
areas for migrants.

The Commission approved the 857 acre
refuge boundary addition and price
approval for a 638 acre tract on March
19, 2003.
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Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge
Alamosa County, Colorado
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Grays Lake National Wildlife Refuge
Bonneville County, Idaho

On June 15, 1965, the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission approved the
refuge through the approval of a 99 year
agreement that gave the Service
management control of approximately
13,000 acres of lake bed area within
Grays Lake, near Wayin, Idaho in
Bonneville and Caribou Counties in
southeast Idaho.  The Service sought to
enlarge the boundary of the refuge to
improve management capabilities which
was approved on May 9, 1972 by the
Commission.  

The current boundary of the refuge is
dedicated to providing high quality
nesting, feeding, and migration habitat,
and to maintain natural ecological
diversity for migratory waterfowl and
other related species.  The purchase of
this tract and the inclusion of state land
under a cooperative agreement will allow
the further enhancement of waterfowl
habitat and increased nesting by a
variety of waterfowl, including the
trumpeter swan, Canada goose,
canvasback, redhead, mallard,
and northern pintail.  

The Commission approved the 760 acre
refuge boundary addition and price
approval for a 560 acre tract on June 25,
2003.



Grays Lake National Wildlife Refuge
Bonneville County, Idaho
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge
Washington County, Maine

Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge was
established in 1936.  It currently consists
of two units: the Baring Unit acquired
with the approval of the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission (January 14,
1936); and the Edmunds Unit comprising
lands acquired b the Resettlement
Administration and made a part of the
refuge by Executive Order.  The MBCC
approved the Edmunds Unit on April 27,
1949.  This refuge is located on the
southeastern edge of Maine.

This property provides necessary
breeding habitat, food, cover, travel
corridors, and wintering  habitat for the
survival of those species of waterfowl that
utilize the Atlantic Flyway. Cobscook
Bay supports over 26% of the black ducks
counted during Maine’s winter inventory.
It supports the highest nesting density of
bald eagles in the northeastern United
States, with several pairs in the Dennys
Bay arm. This area is considered
essential to the continuing recovery of
this threatened species in the east.  The
property contains a variety of habitat
types including forested areas and
natural wetlands, including beaver
flowages which provide excellent
waterfowl habitat. Two streams also
bisect the property and provide additional
waterfowl nesting habitat.

The Commission approved the 3,426 acre
refuge boundary addition and price
approval for a 1,084 acre tract on March
19, 2003.



Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge
Washington County, Maine
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
Dorchester County, Maryland

Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge was
established in 1932 as a waterfowl
sanctuary.  Lands were subsequently
added through purchases and donations.
The refuge is located approximately
14 miles south of Cambridge, Maryland,
in south central Dorchester County.  

Timber harvesting and land clearing for
agricultural use are reducing the
available habitat and degrading
preservation of the refuge. The boundary
expansion will aid in the preservation of
the refuge and protect the highly
productive and ecologically diverse
wetlands from major environmental
alternation and degradation associated
with the saltwater intrusion. Blackwater
NWR and its adjacent marshes and
waters are one of the Chesapeake Bay’s
most import and productive estuarine
assets that support a wide diversity of
aquatic and emergent plant communities.
This aquatic vegetation provides optimum
habitat for large concentrations of
waterfowl. The area consists mostly of
forested wetlands and mixed deciduous
species. The woodlands remain flooded
throughout the winter making soft and
hard mast available for wintering
waterfowl, such as mallards, black ducks,
and wood ducks. Numerous species of
other migratory birds, including the
threatened bald eagle, songbirds, and
webless waterbirds, utilize this
area for nesting, roosting, and foraging. 

The Commission approved the refuge
boundary addition and price approval for
an 89 acre tract on March 19, 2003.



Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
Dorchester County, Maryland
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Cape May  National Wildlife Refuge
Cape May County, New Jersey

Cape May National Wildlife Refuge was
approved by the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission on May 9,
1989.  Lands were subsequently added
through purchases and a transfer from
the Coast Guard.  The refuge is located in
southern New Jersey, approximately 30
miles southwest of Atlantic City, New
Jersey.  It is made up of two divisions.
They are the Delaware Bay Division,
along a stretch of Delaware Bay, and the
Great Cedar Swamp Division.

The coastal wetlands of New Jersey
annually winter 30-40% of the Atlantic
Flyway black duck population. The black 

duck relies heavily on the area’s small
tidal and fresh water creeks because
they remain ice-free during most of the
winter season.  This area also provides
habitat for millions of other birds that are
funneled through the Cape May
peninsula during migrational periods. 
Spartina sp. salt marsh, wooded wetlands,
and uplands habitat provide important
habitat for ducks, neo-tropical migrants,
and the American Woodcock.

The Commission approved the 71 acre
refuge boundary addition and price
approval for a 91.3 acre tract on March
19, 2003.  The Commission also approved
the 1,216 acre refuge boundary addition
and price approval for a 12.59 acre tract
on September 10, 2003. 
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Cape May  National Wildlife Refuge
Cape May County, New Jersey
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

San Bernard  National Wildlife Refuge
Brazoria County, Texas

San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge
was approved by the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission on February
27, 1968. Lands have been acquired
through transfer from the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation,
donations, or purchased. The refuge is
located in Brazoria County, Texas, about
70 miles south of Houston.  

The area is part of a productive and
valuable wetland complex providing
wintering, migration, and resident habitat
for waterfowl, wading birds, neo-tropical
migratory birds, and other wetland-
dependent wildlife species. Thousands of
waterfowl winter in the area. Mottled
ducks, a species of concern, use this area,
as well as green-winged teal, gadwalls,
and black bellied whistling ducks. This
acquisition is within the Mid-Coast
Initiative of the Gulf Coast Joint Venture
of the North American Waterfowl
Management Plan.

The Commission approved the refuge
boundary addition and price approval for
a 1,344.902 acre tract on June 25, 2003.



San Bernard  National Wildlife Refuge
Brazoria County, Texas
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge
Liberty County, Texas

Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge
was established on January 3, 1994. On
June 14, 1994, the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission approved the
initial MBCC boundary for the refuge. 
The refuge is located in Liberty County,
Texas, about 45 miles northeast of
Houston.  

It was created to protect remnant
bottomland hardwood forests and
associated wetland habitats for migrating,
wintering, and breeding waterfowl. It
currently represents one of the few
remaining high-quality areas for
waterfowl in east Texas.  The high variety
of wetlands on the project area provide 

important foraging and/or roosting 
habitat for the wood duck, mallard,
gadwall, widgeon, green and blue-winged
teal, lesser scaup, and mottled ducks.
The mature cavity trees dispersed
throughout the area also provide
important nesting habitat for wood ducks
and black-bellied whistling ducks. Large
colonial waterbird rookeries are abundant
in the many swamps, sloughs, and oxbow
lakes found here.  Trinity River NWR is a
priority project for the East Texas
Bottomland Hardwood Initiative, a
component of the Lower Mississippi
Valley Joint Venture and the North
American Waterfowl Management Plan.  

The Commission approved the refuge
boundary addition and price approval for
a 2,285.83 acre tract on June 25, 2003.



Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge
Liberty County, Texas
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge
Spokane County, Washington

Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge was
established on July 20, 1937, by Executive
Order Number 7681. The Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission approved the
acquisition of the first tract on September
15, 1936. The Turnbull NWR is located in
southwest Spokane County, 2 miles south
of Cheney, Washington.

The primary purpose for its
establishment was for a refuge and
breeding ground for migratory birds,
primarily diving ducks such as
canvasback, redhead, and other wildlife.
The refuge benefits waterfowl, wading
birds, shore birds, neo-tropical migrants,
threatened and endangered species,
and other wildlife within the diverse
landscape. Channeled scablands,
depressional wetlands, lake frontage, and
shrub-steppe habitats are portions of the
refuge’s ecosystem.  

The Commission approved the 660 acre
refuge boundary addition and price
approval for a 80 acre tract on September
10, 2003.
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Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge
Spokane County, Washington
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Horicon National Wildlife Refuge
Dodge County, Wisconsin

Horicon National Wildlife Refuge was
established in 1941 under the authority of
the Federal Migratory Bird Conservation
Act of 1929. Horicon NWR is located in
Dodge County, Wisconsin, 50 miles
northeast of Madison.

The refuge is a major component of the
Service’s waterfowl refuge system in the
Upper Mississippi Valley.  Horicon Marsh
is the largest freshwater cattail marsh in
the United States, consisting of some
32,000 acres. It provides critically needed
nesting cover, watershed protection
for the refuge’s marshes and lands
needed for pool level control.  

The Commission approved the 5,249 acre
refuge boundary addition and price
approval for a 40 acre tract on March 19,
2003.



Horicon National Wildlife Refuge
Dodge County, Wisconsin
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Fiscal Secretary of Secretary of Secretary of Secretary of Administrator of Environmental Secretary to
Year the Interior1 Agriculture2 Commerce3 Transportation4 Protection Agency5 Members on Part of the Senate Members on Part of the House the Commission
1929 Roy L.Wilbur Arthur M. Hyde Robert P. Lamont Harry B. Hawes Peter Norbeck Sam D. McReynolds Ernest R. Ackerman Rudolph Dieffenbach
1930 " " " " " " " "
1931 " " " " " " " "
1932 " " " " " " August H. Anderson "
1933 Harold L. Ickes Henry A. Wallace Daniel C. Roper Key Pittman " " Roy O. Woodruff "
1934 " " " " " " Chester C. Bolton "
1935 " " " " " " " "
1936 " " " " " " " "
1937 " " " " Charles L. McNary " James Wolfenden "
1938 " " " " " " " "
1939 " " Harry L. Hopkins " " " " "
1940 " " " " " John J. Cochran " "
1941 " Claude R. Wickard Jessie H. Jones George L. Radcliffe " " " "
1942 " " " " " " " "
1943 " " " " " " " "
1944 " " " " Vacant " Walter E. Brehm "
1945 " Clinton P. Anderson Henry A. Wallace " C. Wayland Brooks " " "
1946 Julius A. Krug " " " " " " "
1947 " " W. Averell Harriman A. Willis Robertson " Frank M. Karsten " "
1948 " Charles F. Brannon Charles W. Sawyer " " " " Arthur A. Riemer
1949 " " " " Raymond E. Baldwin " " "
1950 Oscar L. Chapman " " " Vacant " " "
1951 " " " " John W. Bricker " " "
1952 " " " " " " August H. Anderson "
1953 Douglas McKay Ezra Taft Benson Sinclair Weeks " " " " "
1954 " " " " " " " "
1955 " " " " " " "
1956 Fred A. Seaton " " Thomas C. Hennings, Jr. " " " "
1957 " " " " " " " Albert J. Rissman
1958 " " " " " " Leon H. Gavin "
1959 " " Lewis L. Strauss " Roman L. Hruska " " "
1960 " " Frederick H. Meuller " " " " "
1961 Stewart L. Udall Orville L. Freeman Luther H. Hodges Lee Metcalf " " " "
1962 " " " " " " " "
1963 " " " " " " " "
1964 " " " " " " George A. Gooding .
1965 " " John T. Connor " " " Silvio O. Conte F.G.Spoden Jr.
1966 " " " " " " " "
1967 " " Alexander B. Trowbridge " " " " "
1968 " " Alan S. Boyd " " " " "
1969 Walter J. Hickel Clifford M. Hardin John A. Volpe " Henry L. Bellman John D. Dingell " "
1970 " " Joseph D. Tydings " " " "
1971 Roger C.B. Morton " Lee Metcalf " " " Walter R. McAllester
1972 " Earl L. Butz " " " " " "
1973 " " Claude S. Brinegar " " " " "
1974 " " " " " " "
1975 Stanley Hathaway " William T. Coleman Quentin N. Burdick " " " "
1976 Thomas S. Kleppe " " " " " " "
1977 Cecil D. Andrus Bob Bergland Brook Adams Floyd K. Haskell " " " "
1978 " " " " " " "
1979 " " Neil Golldschmidt David H. Pryor " " " "
1980 " " " " " " " "
1981 James G. Watt James R. Block Drew Lewis " Thad Cochran " " "
1982 " " " " " " " "
1983 " " Elizabeth H. Dole " " " " "
1984 William P. Clark " " " " " " "
1985 Donald Hodel " " " " " " "
1986 " Richard Lyng " " " " " William F. Hartwig
1987 " " " " " " " "
1988 " " James Burnley IV " " " " "
1989 Manuel Lujan Jr. Clayton Yeutter Samuel K. Skinner " " " " "
1990 " " William K. Reilly " " " " "
1991 " Edward R. Madigan " " " " Richard T. Schulze "
1992 " " " " " " " Geoffrey L. Haskett
1993 Bruce Bobbit Mike Espy Carol M. Browner " " " Curt Weldon "
1994 " " " " " " " "
1995 " Daniel R. Glickman " " " " " Jeffrey M. Donahoe
1996 " " " John B. Breaux " " " "
1997 " " " " " " " "
1998 " " " " " " " "
1999 " " " " " " " "
2000 " " " " " " " "
2001 Gale Norton Ann M. Veneman Christine Todd-Whitman " " " " "
2002 " " " " " " " "
2003 " " Michael O. Leavitt " " " " A. Eric Alvarez
Footnotes:  1 - Chairman, 1940 to date; 2 - Chairman, 1929 to 1939; 3 - Member, 1929 to March 1, 1968; 4 - Member, March 2, 1968 to December 12, 1989; 5 - member, December 13, 1989 to date

Membership of the National Migratory Bird Conservation Commission
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Notes on Tables One and Two

The information contained in this report
includes those acquisitions and
dispositions of land and interests therein
that are purchased with Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund monies or acquired
under the authority of the Migratory
Bird Conservation Act. It also includes
other migratory bird areas such as those
that are transferred to the Fish and
Wildlife Service under the authority of
Public Law 80-537 to carry out a
migratory bird management program
(these will appear on Table 1). 

In an ongoing effort to improve data
quality, the figures in Tables One and Two
may show minor changes from previous
annual reports. Lands in which the
Service previously acquired a less-than-
fee interest (leases and easements) may
be purchased in fee during the year, and

the number of easement or lease acres
will show a decrease and the number of
purchased acres an increase. The acreage
appearing in the Approvals and Summary
of Land Acquisitions sections of this
report will not appear in Tables One or
Two until after the tracts are acquired
and the funds are actually expended.
Also, a newly approved refuge will not
appear on Table One until the tracts are
acquired.

For information on all lands and interests
under U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
control, refer to the “Annual Report of
Lands Under Control of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.” This report
can be obtained from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Division of Realty at
http://realty.fws.gov or by calling 
(703) 358-1713.                                         



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49

North American Wetlands Conservation Fund (Summary)
Fiscal Year 2003 

The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission approved 86
standard wetland conservation project proposals for funding in
Fiscal Year 2003 under the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act.  A total of $63,099,964 from the North
American Wetlands Conservation Fund, together with

$195,468,336 in partner funds, are supporting 39 projects in
the United States, 30 in Canada, and 17 in Mexico. The
following tables provide summary and detailed allocation
information.

Fiscal Year 2003
Projects Approved by the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission and Active Under the North American Wetlands Conservation Act

Country Number of Projects Act Funds Partner Funds Acres Affected

U.S. 39 $36,762,148 $159,328,140 362,926

Canada 30 $23,704,034 $32,732,898 1,118,217

Mexico 17 $2,633,782 $3,407,298 50,504

Total 86 $63,099,964 $195,468,336 1,531,647
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United States Wetlands Conservation 
Standard Grant Proposals
Approved by the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission
For Fiscal Year 2003
Table Three

NAWCA Non-Fed Non-Fed Federal Total Total Total MBCC
Project Name State Grant ($) Match Non-Match Non-Match Partners Cost Acres Approval

Arkansas Ecoregional Portfolio Sites I AR 957,419 2,674,300 7,450,000 590,800 10,715,100 11,672,519 15,230 9/10/2002
Bahia Acquisition CA 1,000,000 6,900,000 7,500,000 0 14,400,000 15,400,000 639 9/10/2002
Blackfoot Watershed I MT 1,000,000 2,377,135 5,000 2,547,600 4,929,735 5,929,735 16,022 9/10/2002
Butte Basin & Colusa 

Trough Wetland Habitat II CA 999,236 2,277,385 0 117,200 2,394,585 3,393,821 31,117 9/10/2002
Chesapeake Bay Initiative III DE,MD

PA, VA, WV 1,000,000 2,006,410 0 0 2,006,410 3,006,410 17,400 9/10/2002
Connecticut Lakes 

Headquarters Project NH 1,000,000 2,575,000 3,500,000 0 6,075,000 7,075,000 25,000 9/10/2002
Dividing Creek MD 1,000,000 4,062,000 0 16,320 4,078,320 5,078,320 5,245 9/10/2002
Hawaii Wetlands - Oahu HI 983,666 1,574,189 2,136,336 10,595,767 14,306292 15,289,958 6,147 9/10/2002
Henry’s Fork Wetlands ID 1,000,000 2,125,433 0 193,643 2,319,076 3,319,076 2,871 3/19/2003
Izembek NWR Complex II AK 987,000 2,000,000 0 0 2,000,000 2,987,000 21,781 3/19/2003
Kennebac Estuary ME 1,000,000 2,825,500 0 5,000 2,830,500 3,830,500 1,573 9/10/2002
Ladd Marsh Wetlands Project OR 1,000,000 2,052,994 550,000 745,171 3,348,165 4,348,165 1,834 9/10/2002
Laguna Madre TX 993,694 1,997,328 1,762,550 55,000 3,814,878 4,808,572 9,303 9/10/2002
Louisiana Coastal Wetlands II LA 1,000,000 1,457,260 0 40,000 1,497,260 2,497,260 20,277 3/19/2003
Lower Chippewa River 

Wetland Protection Partnership WI 1,000,000 2,182,800 0 107,000 2,289,800 3,289,800 2,278 9/10/2002
Mid-Mississippi Alluvial Valley II TN 1,000,000 2,963,145 0 72,595 3,035,740 4,035,740 4,163 9/10/2002
Middle Missouri River I IA, NE 999,944 1,516,457 564,430 30,000 2,110,887 3,110,831 4,470 3/19/2003
Mouse River Watershed 

Enhancement Project IV ND 360,000 364,397 2,400 248,735 615,532 975,532 17,101 3/19/2003
Northern Coteau Project IV ND 618,000 737,349 60,000 131,321 928,670 1,546,670 18,948 3/19/2003
O’Keefe WMA Wetlands Restorations MS 652,933 3,174,550 0 0 3,174,550 3,827,483 8,562 9/10/2002
Pointe - Aux- Chenes 

Hydrologic Restoration LA 992,914 2,156,699 19,076 10,579 2,186,354 3,179,268 5,960 3/19/2003
Roanoke River Migratory Bird Initiative I NC,VA 965,339 2,255,414 441,890 9,620 2,706,924 3,672,263 9,727 3/19/2003
San Luis Valley Wetland Restoration 

Project II CO 1,000,000 2,787,750 460 5,000 2,793,210 3,793,210 7,656 3/19/2003
Saving the Heart of New York’s Great 

Swamp NY 940,000 2,521,975 0 0 2,521,975 3,461,975 1,110 9/10/2002
Snohomish Wetlands I WA 1,000,000 2,331,437 411,629 4,085,500 6,828,566 7,828,566 2,382 3/19/2003
Sound Investment I NC, VA 1,000,000 2,045,213 75,000 234,778 2,354,991 3,354,991 5,946 3/19/2003
South-Central Wisoconsin Prairie 

Pothole Initiative II WI 1,000,000 2,029,700 0 410,487 2,440,187 3,440,187 3,329 3/19/2003
Southern Tallgrass Prairie 

Wetlands Initiative IA,MN 1,000,000 1,430,192 0 0 1,430,192 2,430,192 1,467 9/10/2002
St. Mary’s River Bird Migration Corridor MI 850,000 3,094,400 1,698,000 0 4,792,400 5,642,400 2,717 9/10/2002
Superior Coastal Wetland Initiative II WI 999,800 1,435,535 0 777,413 2,212,948 3,212,748 5,918 9/10/2002
Teton River Basin Wetlands 

Conservation Project III ID,WY 1,000,000 5,340,221 0 74,877 5,415,098 6,415,098 3398 9/10/2002
Tug Hill Headwaters Conservation Project NY 650,000 3,953,000 0 872,000 4,825,000 5,475,000 44,548 9/10/2002
Upper Pascagoula Connector Project MS 855,842 1,873,266 172,500 0 2,045,766 2,901,608 2,554 9/10/2002
Upper Tennessee River I TN 1,000,000 3,479,088 0 0 3,479,088 4,479,088 2,723 9/10/2002
Utah Lake Wetlands UT 1,000,000 2,347,891 1,000,000 10,000 3,357,891 4,357,891 4,390 9/10/2002
Weetee Bottomlands Acquisition /

Restoration Project SC 1,000,000 2,000,000 2,713,575 2,850,000 7,563,575 8,563,575 12,449 9/10/2002
Willapa Bay II WA 986,792 2,225,855 0 255,326 2,481,181 3,467,973 1,250 9/10/2002
Yolo & Delta Basins Wetlands 

Restoration & Enhancement CA 969,569 2,279,549 136,000 396,245 2,811,794 3,781,363 3,741 3/19/2003
Yolo Basin Wetland Habitat Project I CA 1,000,000 2,277,324 0 7,933,176 10,210,500 11,210,500 11,702 3/19/2003

Number of Projects: 39 36,762,148 95,708,141 30,198,846 33,421,153 159,328,140 196,090,288 362,928
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United States Wetlands Conservation 
Small Grant Proposals
Approved by the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission
For Fiscal Year 2003
Table Three

NAWCA Non-Fed Non-Fed Federal Total Total Total MBCC
Project Name State Grant ($) Match Non-Match Non-Match Partners Cost Acres Approval

Acadiana Park Wetland Preservation LA 50,000 53,500 0 25,000 78,500 128,500 130 6/12/2002
Acquisition & Restoration of Misner Woods WA 50,000 1,335,300 0 0 1,335,300 1,385,300 195 6/12/2002
Bell Creek Wetland Prairie Restoration Project WA 49,990 30,150 20,385 10,000 60,535 110,525 56 6/12/2002
Burnett Lake Phase - 

San Felasco Conservation Corridor FL 40,000 95,000 0 0 95,000 135,000 340 6/12/2002
Central Minnesota Grassland Habitats Project MN 50,000 57,218 0 0 57,218 107,218 285 6/12/2002
Crowley Island ME 50,000 320,000 0 0 320,000 370,000 312 6/12/2002
Cussewago Bottoms Important Bird Area PA 18,572 70,728 0 0 70,728 89,300 100 6/12/2002
Hancock Farm Wetlands Restoration NJ 24,835 30,690 0 9,000 39,690 64,525 30 6/12/2002
Harbor Herons Habitat Restoration in

the Saw Mill Wetlands Complex NY 50,000 289,850 0 0 289,850 339,850 91 6/12/2002
Heron Lake Watershed Project MN 50,000 77,000 0 0 77,000 127,000 60 6/12/2002
Hickory Top Greentree Reservoir Project SC 50,000 257,500 0 0 257,500 307,500 480 6/12/2002
Hooper Pond Conservation Initiative ME 12,500 36,500 0 0 36,500 49,000 54 6/12/2002
Inland Marsh Restoration In 

Natchaug State Forest CT 25,000 45,000 0 0 45,000 70,000 55 6/12/2002
Iowa Prairie Pothole Wetland 

Development Project IA 50,000 126,891 0 0 126,891 176,891 117 6/12/2002
Lackey Farm Restoration & 

Conservation Project VA 49,620 65,618 0 0 65,618 115,238 74 6/12/2002
Lakeview Farms Wetlands Conservation Project CA 50,000 445,527 0 0 445,527 495,527 138 6/12/2002
Leland Marsh/Baraboo Range 

Conservation Easement Project WI 50,000 54,604 0 0 54,604 104,604 83 6/12/2002
Lower Cape Fear Ricefield Enhancement 

Project NC 50,000 70,000 0 0 70,000 120,000 155 6/12/2002
Lower Kaskaskia River Wetland 

Restoration Project IL 44,000 131,187 0 4,500 135,687 179,687 94 6/12/2002
Magic Ridge Migratory Bird & 

Wetlands Sanctuary TX 50,000 219,121 0 0 219,121 269,121 624 6/12/2002
Marsh River - Wade Acquisition ME 50,000 104,800 0 0 104,800 154,800 36 6/12/2002
Middle Bay Habitat Protection: 

Skolfield Shorelands ME 50,000 515,000 0 0 515,000 565,000 78 6/12/2002
Midewin Dolomitic Wetland & 

Prairie Restoration Project IL 50,000 135,294 0 0 135,294 185,294 300 6/12/2002
Minnesota Forest Wetland Restoration Project MN 50,000 127,570 0 0 127,570 177,570 120 6/12/2002
Mississippi River Habitat Protection Project TN 50,000 166,000 0 0 166,000 216,000 1,138 6/12/2002
Nulands Neck Acquisition MA 50,000 450,000 0 0 450,000 500,000 110 6/12/2002
Playa Lakes WMA: Sediment Removal at 

Cattail Lake & Moist Soil Mgmt TX 50,000 76,391 0 0 76,391 126,391 29 6/12/2002
Presumpscot River Preserve Acquisition ME 50,000 1,071,900 0 0 1,071,900 1,121,900 59 6/12/2002
Rest. of Coastal Plain Depressions, 

Pinckney Island NWR SC 47,900 130,797 0 0 130,797 178,697 75 6/12/2002
Rollins Savanna Wetland Restoration Project IL 50,000 100,000 313,060 100,000 513,060 563,060 773 6/12/2002
Salt Marsh Rest & Enh - Plum Island Sound - 

Great Marsh MA 45,000 50,000 0 0 50,000 95,000 50 6/12/2002
Scuppernong River Wetland Restoration WI 50,000 111,000 0 0 111,000 161,000 200 6/12/2002
Spuhn Island Protection Project AK 50,000 403,500 0 0 403,500 453,500 157 6/12/2002
Susan Creek Project MI 50,000 585,000 0 0 585,000 635,000 130 6/12/2002
The Ganson Trust Lands MA 50,000 337,800 0 0 337,800 387,800 215 6/12/2002
Transition Zone Grassland 

Enhancement Project MN 50,000 54,957 0 0 54,957 104,957 179 6/12/2002
White House Plantation Ricefields 

Enhancement Project SC 39,050 58,474 0 0 58,474 97,524 125 6/12/2002
Youmans Bird Pond Causeway Restoration GA 47,149 47,150 0 0 47,150 94,299 32 6/12/2002
Youngs River Watershed - 

Walluski River Tidal Swamp OR 50,000 54,200 0 0 54,200 104,200 32 6/12/2002

Number of Projects: 39 1,793,616 8,391,217 333,445 148,500 8,873,162 10,666,778 7,311
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Canadian Wetlands Conservation Proposals
Approved by the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission
For Fiscal Year 2003
Table Four

NAWCA Non-Fed Non-Fed Total Total Total MBCC
Project Name Province Grant ($) Match Non-Match Partners Cost Acres Approval

Alberta - Critical Wetland & Upland Habitat AB 687,500 687,500 567,188 1,254,688 1,942,188 8,000 6/25/2003
Alberta Habitat Program AB 4,140,125 4,140,125 657,250 4,797,375 8,937,500 37,031 6/25/2003
Alberta Habitat Program AB, BC 2,049,280 2,049,280 372,480 2,421,760 4,471,040 16,992 9/10/2002
Conservation of Critical Wetlands & Assoc.

Upland Habitats, Coastal British Columbia BC 689,294 689,294 618,750 1,308,044 1,997,338 310 6/25/2003
Conservation of Wetlands & Assoc. Upland Habitats, Coastal BC BC 399,360 399,360 576,000 975,360 1,374,720 245 9/10/2002
Critical BC Coastal & Intermountain Wetland Habitats BC 375,000 375,000 278,499 653,499 1,028,499 572 6/25/2003
Critical Wetlands & Assoc. Upland Habitats - Intermountain BC BC 448,510 448,510 343,750 792,260 1,240,770 2,800 6/25/2003
Great Lakes Wetland Habitat Project ON 199,375 199,375 189,062 388,437 587,812 375 6/25/2003
Manitoba Prairie Parkland Program MB 1,851,438 1,851,438 44,000 1,895,438 3,746,876 32,367 9/10/2002
Manitoba Prairie Parkland Program MB 1,024,640 1,024,640 40,960 1,065,600 2,090,240 18,033 6/25/2003
New Brunswick Wetlands Conservation NB 253,859 253,859 167,749 421,608 675,467 1,772 9/10/2002
New Brunswick Wetlands Conservation NB 113,280 113,280 89,600 202,880 316,160 720 6/25/2003
Newfoundland & Labrador Coastal & 

Inland Freshwater Wetlands NF 68,750 68,750 48,126 116,876 185,626 1,100 9/10/2002
Newfoundland & Labrador Coastal & Inland Freshwater Wetlands NF 33,920 33,920 32,000 65,920 99,840 570 6/25/2003
Northumberland Strait Coastal Wetland Securement NB, NS, PE 199,994 199,994 156,063 356,057 556,051 700 6/25/2003
Nova Scotia Coastal & Inland Wetlands NS 184,697 184,697 126,500 311,197 495,894 635 9/10/2002
Nova Scotia Coastal & Inland Wetlands NS 79,360 79,360 100,480 179,840 259,200 176 6/25/2003
Ontario Regional Project ON 1,268,094 1,268,094 876,563 2,144,657 3,412,751 6,742 9/10/2002
Ontario Regional Project ON 437,760 437,760 294,400 732,160 1,169,920 642 6/25/2003
Ontario Wetland Habitat Fund Program ON 128,000 12,8000 369,280 497,280 625,280 4,750 9/10/2002
Potholes Plus Project MB 592,625 592,625 333,438 926,063 1,518,688 7,900 6/25/2003
Prince Edward Island Wetlands in the Agricultural Landscape PE 139,356 139,356 115,502 254,858 394,214 968 9/10/2002
Prince Edward Island Wetlands in the Agricultural Landscape PE 56,320 56,320 89,600 145,920 202,240 887 6/25/2003
Quebec / St. Lawrence & Adjoining Landscapes QC 646,594 646,594 699,875 1,346,469 1,993,063 4,400 9/10/2002
Quebec / St. Lawrence & Adjoining Landscapes QC 282,880 282,880 252,800 535,680 818,560 1,600 6/25/2003
Quebec Critical Wetland & Upland Habitat QC 100,000 100,000 281,250 381,250 481,250 1,000 6/25/2003
Saskatchewan Habitat Program SK 4,140,125 4,140,125 220,000 4,360,125 8,500,250 58,821 9/10/2002
Saskatchewan Habitat Program SK 1,964,160 1,964,160 208,000 2,172,160 4,136,320 24,509 6/25/2003
Saskatchewan Prairie Shores Project SK 84,800 85,000 192,000 277,000 361,800 20,600 9/10/2002
Western Boreal Forest Program AB, BC, MB, NT, SK, YT 1,064,938 1,064,938 687,500 1,752,438 2,817,376 863,000 6/25/2003

Number of Projects: 30 23,704,034 23,704,234 9,028,665 32,732,899 56,436,933 1,118,217
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Mexican Wetlands Conservation Proposals
Approved by the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission
For Fiscal Year 2003
Table Five

NAWCA Non-Fed Total Total Total MBCC
Project Name State Grant ($) Match Partners Cost Acres Approval

Cons. & Sust. Use of Wetlands, La Asamblea - San Francisquito Coastal BCN 146,230 214,020 214,020 360,250 0 3/19/2003
Conservation of Banco Chinchorro Biosphere Reserve Wetlands II Q.ROO 159,104 171,245 171,245 330,349 0 9/10/2002
Conservation of Priority Wetlands in Chiapas CHIS 332,176 332,380 332,380 664,556 0 3/19/2003
Conserving Bird Habitats in Western Mexico III SIN 140,251 310,995 310,995 451,246 0 3/19/2003
Inventory & Classification of Critical Wetlands in Mexico IV CHIS, GRO, OAX 244,537 298,289 298,289 542,826 0 3/19/2003
La Microcuenca Costera de Chabihau YUC 73,881 80,731 80,731 154,612 3,508 9/10/2002
Mgmt. Strategies for Restoration of the Colorado River Delta Floodplain SON 239,759 248,000 248,000 487,759 0 3/19/2003
Monitoring & Outreach Plan for the Upper Gulf of California & 

Colorado River Delta BCN, SON 134,842 137,597 137,597 272,439 0 3/19/2003
National Strategy for the Cons. of Shorebirds & their Habitats NL, SIN 55,905 57,989 57,989 113,894 0 3/19/2003
National Strategy for the Cons., Mgmt., & Sust. Use of Waterfowl & their Habitats NL 40,675 52,500 52,500 93,175 0 3/19/2003
Participatory Research & Environmental Education, El Rosario Lagoon TAB 119,166 120,691 120,691 239,857 0 3/19/2003
Prot. Wetlands, Reefs, Birds in the Revillagigedo Archipelago II BCS 184,000 184,000 184,000 368,000 0 9/10/2002
Rehabilitation of the Anda La Piedra Lagoon, Laguna Madre TAMPS 155,780 175,780 175,780 331,560 7,410 9/10/2002
Rest. Dzilam State Res., Ria Lagartos Biosphere Reserve III YUC 116,226 181,818 181,818 298,044 865 9/10/2002
Rio Laja Wetlands Protection Project II GTO 219,215 521,165 521,165 740,380 13,000 9/10/2002
Rivers Restoration of Five Micro-Watersheds of La Purisima Watershed GTO 162,516 197,849 197,849 360,365 25,723 9/10/2002
Training Program in the Mgmt. of & Response to Health 

Contingencies of Waterfowl CHIH, D.F., YUC 109,520 122,250 122,250 231,770 0 3/19/2003

Number of Projects: 17 2,633,783 3,407,299 3,407,299 6,041,082 50,506
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